dS x at. A es 


= a 


« Tothe Right Honourable Aſſembly of the Commons Houſe of Parhamenc, 


T he Reaſons mouing the Hot-preſſers to draw themſelues into an orderly forme of goucrnement under 
hui Maiteſties gracious protettion. 


on, both out of the Cheecker, Common-pleas and Crowne Office, ſo that ſome times it coſt vsthree or foure pounds a Tearme ; and of 


j \ [rft, the extreame multitude of Suites by ordinarie Informers : For that everie Tearme ſome of vs were ſerued with Writs of fntormati- 


tentimes more. 
Againe, for that ſome Informers of the Citic, or Officers of the Citie , oftentimes mecte with ſome of our Merchanes Goods, as they carri. 


2d them home, ſeizedjthem to his Maicſties vie,and rake chem from our Seruants: oftentimes eight or ten pounds worth at one inftant and more, 
beſides many other troubles that we by them were put to. | 

Then the Citie being exſtreamely bent againſt vs, vpon their Ats of Common Councell, which were againſt the vie of the Hot-prefles in 
London, andthe Liberties thereof, inreſpet of che danger of Fire by them. The firſt Att to pay five pounds for euerie Moneth it was vicd. 
The ſecond AR, to pay fiue pounds foreuery time it was vied within London or the Liberties thereof. 

Vpon theſe Ads we were exſtreamely troubled and vexed, not onely by the Lord Maior of the Citie, butalſo by the Informers belonging 
ro the Chamber of London: And being therein ouerthrowne in criall of Law in the Citie, were inforced ſome of vs to pay the vttermoſt penny 
we were condemned in. And not onely fo, but were much more vexed and troubled , by binding vs over to anſwere the ſame art the Seffions of 
Peaceat the Guild Hall, to our great charge and exſpences. | 

Theſe were ſomepart of the cauſes that mooued vs to ſeeke for reliefe , vader his Maieſties gracious protection tor our ſetled Gouernement, 
and redrefſe in our Trade, with many other gricuances as followeth. 


Or that diuers men of ſeuerall Trades, haue vnconſcionably entred into the Trade of Prefſiog, within theſe foure yecres or there about, and 

ſ5me wichin leſſe then two yeeres, by ſome ſiniſter meanes have intiſed our Seruants and Iourneymen : whereby they haue gotten ſome $kil! 
and ex{perience, by which ſiniſter meanes, they have robbed vs of our Profeſſion , to the vtter vndoing of vs ovr Wives and Families for ever, 
being at the leaſt in number (in and about the Citie) three hundred Perſons: And not only lo, but when they had gotten ſomeexperience irom 
our Seruants: T hey vnconſcionably turnedthem out of doores, tolet them ſhitr for them ſelues, which tends not onely co their vndoing, but at- 
{to ours. For they vſing many Trades, and ingrofling diuers Commodities to themſcelues , haue gotten aiforhe chiefeſt part of the Worke 
withinrthe Citie of London and Liberties thereof into their hands, to the vrter ruineand vndoing of a number ol poore people, their \iues 
3nd Families, 

The principall oftheſe Enterlopers, be Packers, Rich-men and of goodeſtates, which takes vpon them the beneit of many Trades. Firſt, in 
the dreſſing of Clothes, taking vpon them to Dreſſe and Sheare them Marchant like, as they ought ro doe: Bur they carrie them Roofte in the 
\\/ oole to the Dyers without Dreſſing, and after Dying, drie them , and ſo Preſſe them : All which deftedts, the Hot-preile covers in their prt- 
uate Houſes, to the great diſgrace of Clothing and Prefhing, and hath beenea great hinderance to his Maieſtie in his Cuſtomes. 

They allo make benefit by Dying as willappeare. They keepe and make benefit by Hot-prefles, They be Factors, and fo reape venehit, 

And fome of theſe Packers be Marchants alſo. 7 


RN 
Others there be, that haue ynconſcionably intruded themaſelues into the Art of Prefling as followeth,, 
Some Mercers. Some Vintners, 7 Alltheſe hauing other Trades, haue Enterloped into the Art and myſterie of Hor: 
Some Gold{mitas. Some Brokers. prefling : hauing gotten as aboucſaid by ſiniſter meanes, an in-{ight and knowledge of 
Some Stocking-ſellers. C YSome Shoomakers. { the Art of Proffing, within theſe foure yeares, or there abouts , rhe moſt part ofthe 


Some Groflers, Some Toyners. lefle then withintheſe two or three yeeres. 

More humbly ſheweth, that a Stranger in London (by name Burgman) within theſe three yeeres or there about, having gotten exſperience 
by thete Enterloping Preſlors, is of late departed to Amſterdam in Holland, and there have gotten to himſelfe a Preuiledge by Patrent : Thar 
Ro man ſhall vſethe Art of Preſhng there, but he and bis Afſſignes for ſeuen yeeres, and hath to thar end put in vſetwentie Hor-preſſes, prohi- 
biting thereby all ſuch Perpetuanies,or any other commodiries, Prett in the Hot-prefle here in England, tranſported thither by way of Mer- 
chandiſe: Seiling and Forfeiting them, the one halfe thereof to the States of the Countrie', and one other part to the poore, and the third part 
ro the Seiſure and himſc)fe. 

Thus our Tradeor Myſterie of Hot-prefling, whereon our liuing wholly dependeth, hauing no other Trade or meanes: is by theſe Enter 
lopers vtterly taken from vs, ſo that a great number of vs, our Wiues and Children are like to periſh. Wherefore we humbly craue this Hono- 
rable Aſſembly ot high Court of Parliament, to commilſſerate our lamenrable eſtates, by raking ſuch good Order therein, as by your 2009 
Honours ſhall be thought fitteſt, both for redreſfle in the former abules, and for your Petitioners reliefe. 


The Reaſons which cauſed vs to haueaſetled Goucrnment, according to his Maieſties directions, be theſe as followeth. 


F [rſt, that there were grofle abuſes daily vied and praftiſed, by ſome Enterlopers and others : tending not onely to the hurt of the Merchant, 

but the difccedit and overthrow of Clothing in forraine parts; the ruine and vndoing of a Common-wealth. Oftentimes abuſing the Mer. 
chants goods, by cutting of Remnants of Perpetuanies, ſome timestwo yards, ſometimes more, ſomtime leſſe: Others by Burning, Scorching, 
taking away the Colour cleane. And being thus vnconſcionably done andabuſed, they make them vp in Tillets and Packe them away : which 
tends to the greatabule and ſcandall ofthis our Kingdome. 

Theſe things being well wayed and conſidered of vs, cauſed vs to ſeeke the meanes, to redreſſe theſe foule abuſes, which we preſently put in 
vſc, ſetling our ſelues in one place, by a ſpeciall dire&ion from his Maieſtie, tothe Lord Maior of London, and being there ſetled, we torthwith 
made choyſe of toure men weekely to view, and looke oucreuery mans worke, to be well and workman-like done, and warrantable according 
to an article of his Maiefties priuie Seale. And in this good courſe we went cheerfully on, with much good comfort to our ſelues and to the Mer- 
chant,vntill theſe troubleſome Enterlopers, repining at his Maiefties good and orderly Gouernement : Vexing and troubling vs contraric to his 
Maieſties Grant. Wherefore for redreſſe, we humbly ſubmit our ſelues, tothis Honorable Aſſembly of this high Court of Parliament : And 
your Petitioners, with their Wiues and Families will ever pray, &c. 
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